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As each of you know prompt recognition, treatment and transport of patients 
experiencing a STEMI is critical to patient outcome.  The efforts that each of you have 
put forth to make this happen does not go unnoticed.  Due to your efforts the 
department earned an American Heart Association (AHA) 2015 Mission: Lifeline® EMS 
Recognition Bronze Award.   
 
The AHA award recognition has specific criteria for meeting the various levels of awards 
that they present.  A big factor in the level of award is that an agency should transport at 
least two STEMI patients each quarter of the year with time from First Medical Contact 
(FMC) to Percutaneous Coronary Intervention (PCI) in the Cath lab in under 90 minutes 
75% of the time.  In 2014, we had two quarters where we transported two or more 
STEMI patients.  This factor (which is good) dictated that we were only eligible for the 
Bronze Award.  Personnel identified and transported six STEMI patients in 2014.  Five 
out of the six patients received PCI in less than 90 minutes.  The patient that was over 
90 minutes met the AHA criteria to be excluded from award consideration because they 
were resuscitated from cardiac arrest and needed additional care before they could go 
to the Cath lab.  Therefore, 100% of the patients were less than 90 minutes from FMC 
to PCI.   
 
Another criterion for the award is to obtain a pre-hospital 12-lead ECG on patients 35 
years of age or older experiencing non-traumatic chest pain 75% of the time.  This is 
also measured each quarter.  In 2014, we encountered 279 patients that met this 
criteria for a 12-lead.  A 12-lead ECG was obtained on 275 of the patients meeting the 
criteria equaling 98.57%.   
    
On April 30, 2015 there were 670 licensed EMS agencies in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. Winchester Fire and Rescue Department was 1 of 14 Virginia EMS agencies 

http://www.winchesterva.gov/


that achieved a 2015 Mission: Lifeline® EMS Recognition award.  We would like to 
thank all department personnel for their effort in helping the department achieve the 
Mission: Lifeline® EMS Recognition Bronze Award.  Your dedication and hard work is 
noticed not only by department administration, but by City administration, our residents 
and numerous outside organizations. 
 
To celebrate this achievement, the department has purchased award recognition 
window clings to be placed on each piece of apparatus.  Congratulations to everyone on 
a job well done.   
  
 
 
 
 
   


