
                             
    
 
 
 

“To develop and deploy a coordinated service delivery system through which the community is provided public 
safety services in a professional and cost effective manner." 

 

Timbrook Public Safety Center                            Telephone:           (540) 662-2298 
231 East Piccadilly Street, Ste. 330                            FAX:          (540) 542-1318 
Winchester, VA  22601                             Website:   www.winchesterva.gov 
 

 
TO:  All Operational Personnel 
 
FROM: James Orndorff, Battalion Chief 
  Paul Burroughs, EMT/FF Technician 
 
RE:  NEW Gear Washer Instructions 
 
DATE:  April 6, 2015  
 

INFORMATIONAL BULLETIN IB-15018 
 
The department has recently purchased and installed a NEW gear washer and dryer for 
washing our personal protective equipment (PPE) only.  The South End leadership has 
graciously agreed to house these units in their old boiler room.  The following instruction 
sheet will be posted beside the washer for your use.  All personnel shall read these 
instructions prior to use: 
 

 
GEAR WASHER OPERATION INSTRUCTIONS 

 
***This washing machine is for Structural Firefighting PPE ONLY*** 

***Outer garments and Inner garments shall be washed separately*** 
 

Washer Settings 
Program Setting Estimated Wash Time Example of Use 

Pr 1 –  Extra Heavy 66 minutes Exposure to products of 
combustion on incidents 

Pr 5 –  Heavy 51 minutes Normal washing of outer 
garments 

Pr 6 –  Medium 40 minutes PPE inner liners 
 

To operate the washer unit please follow the following steps: 
 

• Separate the outer garment from inner garment of the PPE 
 

• Fasten all hooks and Velcro enclosures 
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• Load washer with up to 3 complete sets of PPE (1 coat & 1 pant = 1 set)    
 

• Shut the washer door 
 

• Turn on power (right side of front face of washer) 
 

• Push arrows up/down to select desired program (Pr) 
 

• Push the start button 
 

• After pressing start, push the red button (once) which is located on the right rear 
side of the washing machine and will dispense the required amount of detergent 
 

• After the machine cycles have completed, the machine will sound a “beep” until 
the door is opened 
 

• Remove the garments, place them on the gear dryer and select the amount of 
time to dry (2, 4, 8, 12 hour) setting.  Please do not set the dryer to the ON 
position as this will continue operation indefinitely until stopped by the operator 
 

• If there are any issues with either machine, please contact the office. 
 

 


