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The department is proud of the high level of EMS care that our personnel provide on a
daily basis. Six years ago we purchased LP12's that are capable of obtaining
capnography readings. Up until recently, few personnel were taking advantage of this
tool with their patient assessments. Personnel have started to routinely use the
capnography nasal cannula for any patient that is receiving oxygen via nasal cannula.

Although this has helped increase the use of this tool for patients experiencing
respiratory emergencies, it is not efficient use of supplies to apply the capnography
nasal cannula to patients that are being placed on oxygen for comfort measures with no
respiratory distress. The cost of capnography nasal cannulas is significantly higher than
the standard nasal cannula. Therefore, personnel shall only use the capnography nasal
cannula for administering oxygen via nasal cannula for assessment, monitoring, and
documentation of the respiratory status of the non-intubated patient experiencing
respiratory distress.

Oxygen that is delivered for comfort measures only shall use a regular nasal cannula
with tubing.

If you have any questions, please contact me.
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