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TO:        All Fire and Rescue Personnel 
 
FROM:  Gerald Bohus, Lieutenant 
 
RE:        Bleach Wipes from the ER 
 
DATE:   January 17, 2014 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL BULLETIN IB - 14004 
 
 

The Winchester Medical Center Emergency room currently has at least three choices of 
disinfectant to utilize.  They are carrying a Bleach wipe (container with an orange lid) 
that some personnel may mistakenly use on a routine basis.  These wipes should not 
be used routinely to disinfect your unit and cot.  We can use the other wipes (container 
with a purple/gray lid) or the disinfectant in the squirt bottles.   
 
The only time our department personnel should use the bleach wipes is for 
cleaning/decontamination after contact/transport of a patient with C-Diff or the Nora 
Virus.   
 
It has been noted that the hospital supplied bleach wipes have a strong sodium 
hypochlorite smell and leave a white film residue.  Please wipe down items cleaned with 
the bleach wipes after the surface dries.  I realize this is double work, but the bleach 
based disinfectant is necessary for the noted diseases/viruses.  Wiping the residue 
away is necessary for the proper care of the equipment provided.   
 
Thank you for your attention and adherence to this matter.   
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