
                             
    
 
 
 

“To develop and deploy a coordinated service delivery system through which the community is provided public 
safety services in a professional and cost effective manner." 
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TO:  All Fire and Rescue Personnel   
 
FROM: Scott Kensinger, Deputy Chief 
 
RE:  Bed Bug Awareness 
 
DATE:  February 1, 2013 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL BULLETIN IB-13002 
 
 
The Department has recently experienced an infestation of bed bugs at Friendship Fire 
Station.  The leaders of Friendship along with the help of the career staff immediately took 
action towards reducing this condition.  The myth that this condition is derived from dirty 
living conditions is just that a myth.  The nature of bed bugs is to attract to cotton style 
fabrics and live from the Carbon Dioxide that we emit when sleeping. 
 
Control of bed bugs has some simple solutions, but can also be very expensive if the 
condition gets out of hand.  The following website from the EPA 
http://www.epa.gov/bedbugs/  is being provided as an education for all personnel to 
understand and as a tool for preventative maintenance.   
 
We all need to be aware that this condition could happen to any of our stations, but there 
are some steps that we should follow to help avoid it: 
 

- Periodic visual inspection of our living areas and other equipment used for incident 
response. 

- Frequent high temperature drying of our bed linens.  This should be done when 
personnel are transferred to other stations. 

- Station uniforms not taken home or brought from home. 
 
If you are experiencing bites of an unknown nature please suspect bed bugs.  Please notify 
your immediate supervisor or battalion officer immediately.   
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