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PURPOSE 
 
Is to reduce the likelihood of introducing bed bugs into fire and rescue stations and 
reduce the possibility of cross contamination between stations. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As we all know the department has experienced recurrent problems with bed bugs.  The 
unfortunate part is that neither the pest control company nor department can determine 
if the problem is recurring from past infestation or if the bed bugs are being carried into 
the station on department personnel or equipment.  So, the department is going to 
implement some measures in an attempt to prevent introduction of bed bugs into the 
station and cross contamination of stations by personnel being detailed/reassigned to 
another station. 
 
SCOPE 
 
This general order applies to all fire and rescue personnel. 
 
Procedure 
 

1. Bed Linens 
 

a. The department has purchased ten (10) sets of bed linens, blankets and 
pillows for use when personnel are being detailed/reassigned from their 
assigned station.  In addition, we have purchased four (4) storage totes for 
these items. 

b. Each engine company will receive three (3) sets and the truck company 
will receive one set.   

c. Personnel being detailed/reassigned to another station for two (2) 
consecutive shifts or less shall not take their bed linens with them.  They 
shall utilize the department purchased bed linens during the 
reassignment. 
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d. At the conclusion of the detailed/reassigned shift the bed linens shall be 
removed from the bed and laundered, dried, and repacked in the storage 
tote at the station they were used.  The oncoming shift shall be 
responsible for completing this task. 

e. Personnel being detailed/reassigned for greater than two (2) shifts or 
volunteer personnel bringing bed linens into the station for an overnight 
stay shall place all linens, blankets, pillows and sleeping bags in the dryer 
and run for a minimum of 90 minutes on the high heat setting.  After the 90 
minute high heat drying cycle, bed linens can be placed onto beds.. 
 

2. Clothing Recommendation 
 

a. Any loose clothing (not being worn) coming into the station should be 
placed into the dryer for a minimum of 90 minutes on the high heat setting.  
The only exception would be clothing that would be damaged if exposed 
to high heat.  

b. It is recommended that after changing from street attire into work or 
station uniform that the street attire be placed into the dryer for a minimum 
of 90 minutes on the high setting.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


