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TO:
All Fire and Rescue Personnel
FROM:
Gary Ganoe, Fire Marshal

RE:
WATTS Program
DATE:
November 13, 2009

Winchester Area Temporary Thermal Shelter (WATTS) is a non-profit, charitable organization that provides a safe, temporary, overnight, cold weather shelter for homeless guests in Winchester and Frederick County as an extension of current ministries to the chronically homeless in our community. WATTS involves providing one week of shelter with simple evening and morning meals during cold weather months to homeless persons and expects about 12 persons, adult men and women only each night. The shelter hours will be from 1900 to 0700 hours and will move from one location to the next after check-out on Monday mornings. Paid trained staff night managers will staff the program with the support of volunteers during the months of January and February.
Currently the host churches in the City of Winchester and dates are as follows:

· First Presbyterian Church



January 11-18

116 S. Loudoun Street

· Grace Lutheran Evangelical Church


January 18-25
26 W. Boscawen Street

· Braddock Street United Methodist Church

January 25-February 1
115 Wolfe Street

· Christ Episcopal Church



February 8-15
11 N. Washington Street

Currently the host churches in Frederick County and dates are as follows:

· Sunnyside Presbyterian Church


February 15-22
1270 N. Frederick Pike
· Opequon Presbyterian Church


January 4-11
217 Opequon Church Lane

· Stephens City United Methodist Church

February 1-8
5291 Main Street

The plan is to have at least eight churches sponsor a location this year with an additional four churches the following year. All locations in the City of Winchester have been inspected for life safety issues. No known dates for the week long stay locations have been identified to date. Be mindful when responding to any of theses locations for additional/unexpected occupancies. If you encounter any problems at these locations or have additional questions, please contact me.
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