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ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS AND CRIMINAL SUMMONSES
1.1 Written Notification: required

If as the result of a complaint, investigation, or inspection, violations are identified, the property owner and/or occupants shall be notified in writing (violation notice) that they have a specific time period in which to comply with the applicable fire codes regulations and schedule a re-inspection. Service of notice can be made by first class mail, certified return receipt mail, or hand delivery.

1.2 Compliance Time Periods

The table below represents the allotted compliance periods (from date of violation) for each of the various types of violations cited by the department.

	Type of Violation
	Compliance Time/Days
	Example

	Level I
	Immediate compliance
	i.e. interior storage of flammable/combustibles, explosives, obstructed means of egress

	Level II
	14 Days
	i.e. extension cord use, fire extinguisher out of test date, exit signs, emergency lighting, unsafe structures

	Level III
	30 Days
	i.e. fire detection/ suppression records, fire protection upgrades, action plans, emergency plans

	Level IV
	6 months maximum
	i.e. fire code variance requests submitted with compliance plan and approved by the fire official



1.3 Re-Inspection; Case Disposition; Criminal Penalties


1.3.1 If there is compliance upon re-inspection, the violation is closed.
1.3.2 If a re-inspection finds that the violation remains in non-compliance, a second re-inspection date may be established. If conditions are such that compliance will not occur, a summons may be issued.

1.3.3 If the violation remains unabated after the second re-inspection, a summons will be issued for a violation in accordance with the Virginia Statewide Fire Prevention Code.
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